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1 Mahabharata (adapted text)

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.
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(@) Which part of Arjuna’s body was shot at by Karna? (line 1) [1]
(b) Translate ‘krsnasya mayaya arjunasya rathah panke nimagnah’. (lines 2 and 3) [4]
(c) What did Karna do before speaking to Arjuna? (line 6) [2]
(d) What did Karna tell Arjuna to do? (line 6) [2]
(e) Translate ‘arjunena yuddhasya dharmah jfiatah’. (lines 6 and 7) [3]

(f) Why do you think it is important to be a ‘lawful man’ (line 9)? Refer to the passage in your
answer. [3]

[Total: 15 marks]
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2 Mahabharata — Bhagavad Gita

Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.
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oOd 7 ¥ U TSI HaRET

u‘rmnanm[ﬁ‘%r%rﬁrfﬁw%mm 5
FHOE: H AGY HAOO: GHA |

Chap. 1, verse 36; Chap. 5, verse 10; Chap. 10, verse 3

(@) (i) Inthis conversation, who is speaking lines 1 and 2? [1]

(ii) To whom are lines 1 and 2 addressed? [1]
(b) What would happen to the Pandavas after killing the sons of Dhrtarastra? (line 2) [1]
(c) Translate lines 3 and 4. [6]
(d) State Krsna’s characteristics (line 5). [3]
(e) Krsna promises freedom from sin (line 6). Write down your view of Krsna’s promise. [3]

[Total: 15 marks]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation
(a) Give two details for each of the following concepts:
(i) srsti
(ii) pralaya
(iii) prana

(iv) sankalpa

(b) State any three aspects of sacrifice.

(c) The ‘householder’ is one of the four stages of human life. Name the other three stages.

(d) Give the meaning of purusartha, using two examples to support your answer.

(e) Briefly explain each of the following Sanskrit terms:
(i) Sastra
(ii) upanisad
(iii) vedanga

(iv) smrti

(f) Write a short essay in English on one of the following:

EITHER

(i) Discuss the system of Sakti, and say whether you think this system is useful today.

OR

[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]

[3]

[3]

[3]

[2]
[2]
[2]
[2]

(ii) Discuss the theme of renunciation, or ‘giving up’, as it is shown in the Epic Civilisation

course. Do you think this is relevant today?

Your essay should be about 100 words.

[10]

[Total: 35 marks]
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4

Hitopadesa

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

King Sudarsana reflects upon his sons’ lack of education.

AT HETRYIAN, G- dy WEH | 0 HaEIiH-

TOMU: HESEl A WURHIG | | HafadPar w=id
. ? . |
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

()
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On which river is Pataliputra found? (line 1) [1]
Describe king Sudarsana. (lines 1 and 2) [3]
Translate ‘sa bhipatir ekada kenapi pathyamanam Slokadvayam Susrava’. (lines 2 and 3) [5]

What four things are being spoken of in line 6? [4]
(i) Translate ‘anadhigatasastranam’. (line 8) 2]
(ii) Name the type of compound. 2]
Do you think that lines 10 and 11 are typical of the Hitopadesa stories? Give evidence from

the text to support your answer. [8]

[Total: 25 marks]
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